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Alice Channer

T h e  2 1 st c e n t u r y  n e e d s  o b j e c t s  t h a t  a re 
v u l n e ra b l e,  u n c e r t a i n ,  ot h e r,  a l i e n .  To  n av i g a te 
c l i m a te  c h a n g e, m a s s  ex t i n c t i o n s  a n d  ex t re m e 
a n d  ra p i d  h u m a n - m a d e  c h a n g e s  i n  c o m m u n i t y, 
s o c i et y,  g e o l o g y,  p o l i t i c s ,  b i o l o g y  a n d  e c o n o my, 
w e  n e e d  n ew  k i n d s  of  o b j e c t s .  T h ey  m u st  b e 
c o n f i d e n t l y  d o u bt f u l ,  aw k w a rd  a s  w e l l  a s  e l e g a n t , 
h   o   r   i   z   o   n   t   a   l  a s  w e l l  a s  ve r t i c a l ,  s of t  a s  w e l l  a s 
h a rd .  O b j e c t s  l i ke  t h e s e  m i g h t  s h ow  u s  n ew  k i n d s 
of  e m b o d i m e n t  –  h ow  to  m u t a te,  a d a pt ,  c h a n g e 
st a te,  s u r v i ve,  p ro s p e r. 
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A l i c e C h a n n e r d es c r i b es  t h e p h oto g ra p h  o n  t h e a d j a c e n t  p a g e a s  a 
‘c o - a u t h o re d  p o r t ra i t ’  i n  w h i c h  m a te r i a l ,  fo r m  a n d  a r t i st  a re 
i n te rd e p e n d e n t .  A d e e p l y h e l d  res p e ct  fo r m a te r i a l s  a n d  p ro c es s es  of 
p ro d u ct i o n  r u n s  t h ro u g h o u t  C h a n n e r ’s  s c u l pt u ra l  p ra ct i c e. Fo r Ac t i o n s , 
s h e h a s  c a st  i n  a l u m i n u m  ( a n d  f ro m  w a x)  t wo s l e n d e r u p r i g h t  fo r m s  t h a t 
st a n d  i n  t h e c e n t re of  t h e g a l l e r y.  Th e o u te r s u r f a c e of  t h e a l u m i n u m  i s 
i m p r i n te d  w i t h  t h e text u res  of  A m e r i c a n  A p p a re l  m a x i  d res s es  t h a t 
C h a n n e r m o u l d s  i n  s i l i c o n e, c a sts  i n  w a x a n d  h o o ks  ove r t h e t h i g h  of  a 
s h o p d u m my to c re a te a  c u r ve d  b a s e. At  t h e to p of  e a c h  s c u l pt u re t h e re i s 
a n  eye l et  res e m b l i n g  t h a t  of  a  n e e d l e.  Th e i n n e r s u r f a c es  a re,  by c o n t ra st , 
h i g h l y p o l i s h e d  a n d  ref l e ct i ve.  S t a n d i n g  a t  j u st  a b ove h e a d  h e i g h t ,  a n d 
d e p e n d e n t  o n  a  b o d y a n d  g a r m e n t  i n  t h e i r p ro d u ct i o n , a  c o nve rs a t i o n 
b et we e n  o u r ow n  b o d i es  a n d  t h es e s c u l pt u res  fe e l s  i n ev i t a b l e a n d  u rg e n t . 
Th i s  d i a l o g u e i s  h e i g h te n e d , a s  we a re e n c o u ra g e d  to w a l k  i n  b et we e n  a n d 
a m o n g st  t h e m  t h ro u g h  t h e i r p l a c e m e n t  i n  t h e g a l l e r y s p a c e. C h a n n e r h a s 
s p o ke n  a b o u t  aw k w a rd  c o n f u s i o n s  b et we e n  o rg a n i c a n d  i n o rg a n i c m a t te r 
a n d  b et we e n  e m b o d i e d  a n d  d i s e m b o d i e d  fo r m s  i n  h e r wo r ks . Th i s  i s 
n ow h e re b et te r fe l t  t h a n  i n  t h es e t wo fo r m s . H e r c o l l e ct i ve t i t l e fo r t h e 
wo r ks  i s  S t a l a g m i te s .  C h a n n e r b o r rows  t h i s  f ro m  t h e towe r i n g  g e o l o g i c a l 
st r u ct u res  t h a t  g row u p f ro m  t h e f l o o r of  c aves  a n d  w h i c h  a re 
c h a ra cte r i s e d  by t h e i r ro u n d e d  t i ps .  S t a l a g m i tes  d e p e n d  u p o n  t h e i r 
e nv i ro n m e n t  to p ro p a g a te a n d  t h e re a re m a ny i n te rd e p e n d e n c i es  o n 
w h i c h  C h a n n e r ’s  s c u l pt u res  a l s o rest :  b o d y, m a te r i a l ,  fo u n d r y,  f l o o r,  s p a c e, 
v i ewe r a n d  e a c h  ot h e r. 

A l i c e C h a n n e r ’s  Lo n d o n - b a s e d  st u d i o i s  f u l l  of  wo n d e r f u l 
c o n t ra d i ct i o n s :  m a x i  d res s es  a n d  ot h e r g a r m e n ts  a re t u c ke d  aw ay i n 
b oxes  re a d y fo r u s e ;  n a t u ra l  fo r m s  i n c l u d i n g  m u s s e l  s h e l l s  a re fo u n d  i n 
t h e i r u n to u c h e d  st a te a n d  d i p p e d , o r f u l l y c a st ,  i n  h i g h l y p o l i s h e d  m et a l s ; 
i m a g es  f ro m  A m e r i c a n  Vo g u e  m a g a z i n e a re p i n n e d  to t h e w a l l ,  a n d  a  h u g e 
w a x b o n e - l i ke s c u l pt u re l i es  re a d y fo r c a st i n g , i ts  fo ot p r i n t  d raw n  o u t  o n 
t h e f l o o r of  t h e st u d i o w i t h  t h e h e l p of  3 D c o m p u te r i m a g i n g . S t a l a g m i te s 
(2 01 7 )  re l a tes  to e a r l i e r wo r ks  by t h e a r t i st  s u c h  a s  H ot  S p r i n g s  (2 01 4)  i n 
w h i c h  ve r t i c a l  fo r m s  a re c o m b i n e d  w i t h  p u d d l es  of  m i r ro re d  ste e l  a n d 
c o m p res s e d  g a r m e n ts  res e m b l i n g  o i l  s p i l l s .  I n d e e d , C h a n n e r i s  a c u te l y 
aw a re of  wo r k i n g  a s  a n  a r t i st  i n  a  p e r i o d  of  u n p re c e d e n te d  e nv i ro n m e n t a l 
c h a n g e, b u t  s h e a l s o ex p l o i ts  t h e m a te r i a l s  of  h e r t i m e ;  t h es e a re of te n 
m a n - m a d e a n d  d e p e n d  u p o n  i n d u st r i a l  p ro c es s es  of  p ro d u ct i o n . H e r wo r k 
b o l d l y p u s h es  fo r w a rd  d i a l o g u es  b et we e n  s c u l pt u re, m a te r i a l  a n d  b o d y, i n 
o u r ra p i d l y c h a n g i n g  wo r l d .  JP


